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Mental Disorders/Suicide

This monograph presents an analysis of statistical data on two important health problems,
considered here as separate issues. Although systematic annual morbidity statistics for
mental disorders are nonexistent, extensive data exist for the United States on patterns of
use of mental hospitals and other types of psychiatric facilities. The chapters dealing with
mental disorders examine these data and provide information for evaluating mental health
services. The section on suicide provides mortality rates derived from data on all such
deaths occurring in the United States, and discusses demographic variables as well as vari-

ous sociological and psychological theories about suicide.
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